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ABSTRACT: The total number of geoparks interpreters who have acquired official certificate are 102 from seven
local governments including Jeju Island since 2013 until July 2014. This study has comprehensively analyzed the
status of interpreters such as sex, age, educational experience, current job and personal motivation to be an interpreter.
The number of female group exceeds male group by 50% more. And the age group of 40s is the highest distribution
in female group, whereas the age group of 50s highest in male group. The 43% of total interpreters are higher than
university graduates. And 48 interpreters, less than 50% of the total interpreters, are currently doing similar
interpretation activities in the field of forest and ecology, culture and tourism, natural environment, and etc. They are
seeking to learn the knowledges in geology and geoparks combined with their interpretation activities, and they hope
to contribute to the vitalization of local geotoursm through geoparks interpretation activities. For the improvement
of interpreting quality, the adjustment of current curriculum of training program, comparision with education program
in the similar interpreter training and the recruit of geology expertise in the local government are suggested.
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Table 1. Number of geoparks interpreters in the local government.

Local government or Geoparks

— Male Female Total Remarks
Full name Abbre-viation
Taibaek and others TIYP 11 20 31 {)e)/(:.;g;;?airée;%%m(g’
Jeju 1 4 8 12
Ulleungdo and Dokdo UD 7 13 20
Busan BS 4 6 10
Cheongsong CS 3 9 12
Mudungsan MD 9 4 13
Pochun PC 2 2 4
Total 40 62 102
(@ SEX (b) 35 SEX
30
25 -
ol @ ferale
A3+ H male
10 -
5
0
TYP N UD BS CS MD PC

Fig. 1. Diagrams showing the distribution of geoparks interpreters by sex (a) and local government (b). Abbreviations

in the histogram (b) are shown in the Table 1.
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Fig. 2. Diagrams showing the age distribution. All local government shows more than half with ages over 51 years

old except CS.
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Fig. 3. Diagrams showing age distribution of the male group.
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Fig. 4. Diagrams showing age distribution of the female group.
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Fig. 6. Diagrams showing the job varieties. Almost half of the geopark interpreters have various kinds of other
interpretation certificate. More than half from TJYP, UD and PC are working as forest or culture-tourism or natural
environment interpreters.
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Table 2. Age distribution of other interpreters certificate holder.

Sex 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 Total
Male 2 - 8 6 18
Female - 2 13 3 30
Total 2 2 21 9 48

Table 3. Comparision of geoparks training course contents with similar interpreter training programs.

Culture and tourism Natural environment

Category Geoparks interpreter Forest interpreter interpreter interpreter
Communication skill (12) Communication skill Communication and Communication skill
(15) interpreting skill (12) (10)
Computing ability,
Interpreter program Interpreter program foreign language and Interpreter program
development (12) development (20) . development (28)
General sign language (25)
Course Safety management (8) Safety management (10) Safety H(I? (I)l)a gement -
Basic knowledge (8) - Basic knowledge (5) SOCi?I and human
sciences (11)
40 hours 45 hours 52 hours 49 hours
Regional culture, .
Geologzz)gzgiz (Erzr;};()l()gy’ Forest and ecology (40)  history, tourism, Natural e(:gnl/;ronment
geop industry (32)
Professional  Njapyral environment, . Tourist‘s mentality
Course culture, etc (16) Forest environment (15) analysis (16) )
Field education (20) Optional course (40)
60 hours 95 hours 48 hours 31 hours
Total 100 hours 140 hours 100 hours 80 hours
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