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ABSTRACT: Since geopark system was introduced in Korea in 2012, seven national geoparks (Ulleungdo-Dokdo,
Jeju Island, Busan, Cheongsong, Gangwon Peace Area, Mudeungsan Area, and Hantan-Imjingang) have been
certified. However little or no research on the awareness of geopark has been conducted since then. In this research
we surveyed the geopark awareness of the residents and public officials within national geoparks and analyzed
the results. Higher awareness is shown in Jeju Island, Ulleungdo-Dokdo, and Cheongsong National Geopark. The
three of them are all managed by a single government; Ulleungdo-Dokdo and Cheongsong are low populated
geoparks; and Jeju Island is a global geopark and Cheongsong is an aspiring global geopark. It is shown that the
awareness of geopark means the awareness of geopark certification system. About 50% of respondents in Jeju
Island and Cheongsong answered that geoparks are helpful to local development but 21% of respondents in
Ulleungdo-Dokdo Geopark answered that geoparks are unhelpful. Local governments’ promotions such as
newsletters and mass media are channels from which more respondents obtain information on geoparks. Survey
on the awareness of geopark should be conducted annually at least and will be used as basic data for better
management and planning of geoparks.
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Fig. 1. Statistics of survey respondents.
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Fig. 2. Detailed statistics of survey respondents.
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Fig. 3. Awareness of geoparks.
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Fig. 14. Necessity of global geopark certification.
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