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Byeongho Won, Sung-rock Lee and Young Joo Lee, 2017, Emergence and development history of modern
geology and mining research authorities on the Korean Peninsula. Journal of the Geological Society of
Korea. v. 53, no. 6, p. 819-831

ABSTRACT: According to the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, temporary government officials named ‘Chaebangsa’
were dispatched to investigate geology and mineral resources of the local areas during the Joseon Dynasty. The
Bureau of Mine was established by the King Gojong’s command in the last part of the Dynasty, and this institute
lasted until the end of the Korean Empire. During the Japanese colonization of Korea, the Geological Survey and
the Institute of Fuel and Ore Dressing were established in 1918 and in 1922 respectively, and the two institutes
conducted researches on geology and mineral resources of the Korean Peninsula until 1945. During the regime
of the United States Army Military Government from 1945 to 1948, the two institutes were merged into Geological
Survey & Institute of Mining Technology. After the transfer of the two institutes to the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry of Korea, investigation and researches on geology and mineral resources of the Korean Peninsular
could be restarted under the sovereignty of Korea.

Key words: Annals of Joseon Dynasty, Bureau of Mine, geological survey, institute of fuel and ore dressing, geo-
logical survey & institute of mining technology

(Byeongho Won, Sung-rock Lee and Young Joo Lee, Global Cooperation Division, Korea Institute of Geoscience
and Mineral Resources, Daejeon 34132, Republic of Korea)
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Fig. 1. The main governmental architecture of Council of State Affairs of the Joseon Dynasty in 1882. The Jangnaesa
officially supervised mining tasks in accordance with King Gojong’s command.
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Bureau of Mining (the Bureau of Mining and the Bureau of Geology) supervised tasks on geology and mineral
resources.
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Empire in the 1900s. The Bureau of Mining was abolished in 1902 and its tasks on geology and mineral resources

were transferred to the Bureau of Mining and Education.
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in June, 1910, and displayed in the KIGAM archieve (source: KIGAM).



826

W 49 E]2)9F 19209 3o YAagt o]45(1924d
129 El2) 5o] ler 1 Qo= = go F¢, 11
29, YA gL E0] AFARAR A LHEIFGH
Ao g 7|5 gt 2AFER Ad2AE 2
ARAFATAoA YN AL AT HA &
E2 AFEE AFFAAF A YR A A FAE
A4 7R (GSIMT, 1948)e]l “Al8] 715= o Sl
ot 19 62 YA o ke X dg A9 7]
Z AR2A I HEVFRAE QAR 201490 55
E3A) #6033 2 A AFH AR A= 1:50,000
S o= AH 619 A A= F 194 = 14
=o] it

3.3 192441945 (ZMESER
AL 21 W] J|2H

1921 Y&l gt 7|4l e = 149 H
o A YA3)7F 24 0] A5} AR A 2R o
3o 2 ARAFATA RS et 1922
109 3¢ 2AFT=R7F Ardgdta
(JGGK, 1922)3}tt. A3 T40] F41291 A
52 12 ol ek ZoHJGCGK, 1924).

ll_N
X,
>

e r

>
ol rw

AT ThE ARE e
1§ bl 25t A
2. A5re] o g Hpy Ak o] T AR
3. 71 9] ARO| 2} AT B ALY
4. A% AR A Gl B A

Fig. 5. The group photo taken in front of the government
office building in Gwanghwamun for the first anniver-
sary of Geological Survey in 1919. Few Korean em-
ployees are marked with white circle (source: the early
history of geological research on the Korean Peninsula
by Tateiwa Iwao).

1933 ol= g7 4ol g5 w3yt =T,
A ARl BEE ARgo] GFollA] WA A = aL g
B9 B4 A@ dA el HgE ARto] b=k
(IGCK, 1933a). A &zA7} 2| A -2} SHEA
T A RS g Aol AFRE A= g
7] dEAddtas AAH 24 2 AL
35 AT 71BoEA Y AES it 27
2|2 Mgk 24197, Mgk AR 69, A3 Al| Al
H 402 P dRAGATFAE 19209
23710 A5 5 A4 22 st 2d AR}
Agt Ao F8e T, 1930t ol= A 8
Ao B-gdh= T3 A A, 1940
= ADZARLS} IR 2 A 9| ojul2 4= &
A 2ES A A A4S I THKIGAM,
1990). A=AFATL0 E THE 8 7|5 5 5t
= T4 7R B5E dasty] A% 3 Vs
A Fdoldet. ofof w1933 54 199 A=Al
Hta FA FA71edd a7t /M4 (GCK, 1933b)
o] 1935W 2 E] 1945\ 714] 113]0 24 & 1739
(=91 1127, YE<2l 6178) 2] FAl 7| HE Y
& v} &3} THGSIMT, 1948).

FA7 S a o= F e o=

23349 #9 1S 7)18E AR 97 A A
BAFA7E o]F ol ol3f ths-5- ezt 1938
| 6ol AP =] 7143 T 4ES 71 EFH S
o o] Stul= Fhmdlof sl ARl 229 o5 A
TERL7|To RN 2 ou|E 2P rH(Kim, 2005).
19394 49l = 7MY 71 RS v e R

Jarn

Q] Ro]

=21 v
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Fig. 7. The front view of Daejeon Mineral Laboratory established by United
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Nations Korea Reconstruction Agency

(UNKRA). Daejeon Mineral Laboratory was transferred to Central Geological and Mineralogical Research Institute

in 1956 (source: The National Archives of Korea).
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Fig. 8. The Geological Map (scale 1:1,000,000) of Korea produced by Korean geologists in 1956. It is meaningful that
this geological map was edited and produced by efforts of Korean geologist for the first time. This geological map was
registered on Cultural Properties No. 604 on September 2, 2014, and displayed in the KIGAM archieve (source: KIGAM).
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