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ABSTRACT: Numerous significant geoheritage sites in Korea are protected by the Cultural Heritage Protection
Act. However, some geoheritage sites are not properly protected under legal protection measures and thus are
exposed to destruction due to development and vandalism. Even though the guideline of UNESCO Global Geoparks
recommends legal protection for all the geosites in Global Geoparks, the geosites in National Geoparks of Korea
still include some geosites without protection measures. Some geosites are protected only by local government
ordinances, which cannot be regarded as adequate legal protection. Therefore, it is necessary to establish proper
legal protection system for all the geosites in national geoparks in the near future. There are several applicable
laws to protect geoheritage sites by the Cultural Heritage Administration, the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry
of Oceans and Fisheries etc.. It is thus necessary to apply those acts for protection of significant geoheritage sites
as well as geosites in national geoparks, which is the aim of this paper.
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Table 1. Main contents about geoheritage protection in the Cultural Heritage Protection Act and the Act on Protection
and Inspection of Buried Cultural Heritage by Cultural Heritage Administration.
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Table 2. Designated natural heritage sites in Korea (based the data on April 17, 2018).
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Table 3. Main contents about geoheritage protection in the Natural Parks Act and the Natural Environment
Conservation Act by the Ministry of Environment.
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Table 4. Main contents about geoheritage protection in the Special Act on the Preservation of the Ecosystem in Island
Areas including Dokdo (Minitry of Environment), the Wetlands Conservation Act (Ministry of Environment and
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries), the Conservation and Management of Marine Ecosystems Act (Ministry of Oceans
and Fisheries), the River Act and the National Land Planning and Utilization Act (Ministry of Land, Infrastructure
and Transport), and the Forest Protection Act (Korea Forest Service).
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Table 5. List of applied protection law for geosites in National Geoparks in Korea (April 17,2018). The data were
also obtained from nomination documents of National Geoparks in Korea.
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Table 5. Continued.
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Table 5. Continued.
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