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ABSTRACT: The U-Pb ages of detrital zircon separated from quartzose sandstones of the Baengnyeong Group
distributed in Daecheongdo as well as the Hf isotope compositions of those in Daecheongdo and Baengnyeongdo
were analyzed using LA-MC-ICPMS. The U-Pb ages are mainly concentrated between the late Paleoproterozoic
and the late Mesoproterozoic (1,800-1,100 Ma). However, the 1,870 Ma and 2,500 Ma age peaks, which are
characteristic in the Early Paleozoic Joseon Supergroup and the Late Paleozoic Pyeongan Supergroup, rarely
appear. This suggests that the Baengnyeong Group in Baengnyeongdo and Daecheongdo, is a southwest extension
of the Neoproterozoic Sangwon Supergroup in North Korea with the same characteristics. Given that the youngest
zircon age is about 1,026 Ma in the latest Mesoproterozoic, the Baengnyeong Group is likely a Neoprotozoic
sedimentary layer. The age range and age distribution characteristics of detrital zircon in the Baengnyeong Group
are well correlated with those of Neoprotozoic sedimentary strata in the North China Craton, like the Sangwon
Supergroup in North Korea. The en(t) values of detrital zircons in the Baengnyeong Group range from +11 to -11,
and vary significantly as a function of age, reflecting a series of tectonic and magmatic records in association with
the breakup of supercontinent Colombia from the late Paleoproterozoic to Mesoproterozoic.
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Fig. 1. Simplified geological map with sample locations of Baengnyeongdo and Daecheongdo located off the coast
of North Korea, modified after IGSASDPRK (1996), Lim et al. (1999), and BigData OpenPlatform (2021). From
the north, NM: Nangnim massif, PB: Pyeongnam basin, IB: Imjingang belt, GM: Gyeonggi massif, TB: Taebacksan
basin, OMB: Okcheon metamorphic belt, and YB: Yeongnam massif. The approximate locations of the sedimentary
formations discussed in this paper are indicated in yellow. JA: Jangbong Formation of the western Gyeonggi massif,
L: Diaoyutai and Xingmincun formations in the southern Liaoning Peninsula, JI: Xinxing and Jinshanzhai for-
mations in the northern Jiangsu Province, R: Ruyang Group in southeastern margin of the North China Craton, and
T: Tumen Group in Shandong Peninsula. SKTL is the so-called South Korean Tectonic Line (Chough et al., 2000).
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Fig. 2. Cathodoluminescence images of selected detrital zircons of this study. All the zircons show well-rounded
shapes. Small circles (ca. 25 um diameter) and large circles (ca. 50 um diameter) indicate spots for the U-Pb and

Hf analyses, respectively.
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Fig. 3. Terra-Wasserburg diagrams for the analyzed de-
trital zircons of the Baengnyeong Group. (a) 24-1
(Daecheongdo), (b) 24-2 (Daecheongdo), and (c) all of
the Baengnyeong Group samples including data of
Kim, M.J. et al. (2016).
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Table 1. U-Th-Pb results for zircon samples.

mig?)ter (p;[)jm) (pg;) Th/U Dlsc%f/il ; ncy” /U error  Pb/*Pb  error g\f}g
24-1 (37 48'39"N, 124 41'09"E)
24-1 1 126 138 1.09 +3 5.1894  0.0296  0.0785  0.0008 1160.0 +23.0
24-1 2 226 274 1.22 +1 53850  0.0261 0.0766  0.0004 1091.5 =+9.7
24-1 3 100 110 1.10 +0 3.5361  0.0213  0.0993  0.0006 1583.0 +11.0
24-1 4 229 157 0.69 +1 3.2733  0.0139  0.1063  0.0004 1736.0 +10.0
24-1 5 162 176 1.05 +2 3.6114 0.0143  0.0995 0.0005 1600.0 +16.0
24-1 6 466 305 0.63 +1 4.6564 0.0199 0.0828  0.0003 1271.0 £21.0
24-1.7 296 220 0.75 +1 3.8402  0.0147 0.0940 0.0004 1488.7 =+8.9
24-1 9 883 898 1.01 -0 3.5537  0.0290 0.0986  0.0002 1592.1 3.7
24-1 10 1700 190  0.11 +0 49613 0.0148  0.0795 0.0002 1173.0 +16.0
24-1 11 92 132 1.45 -0 3.5511  0.0227  0.0985  0.0008 1579.0 +10.0
24-1 12 77 49 0.63 +1 3.7064  0.0247  0.0968  0.0007 1558.0 +31.0
24-1 13 317 388 1.23 +3 3.3257  0.0107 0.1066  0.0004 17524 =£7.2
24-1 14 214 163 0.76 +2 5.0429  0.0165 0.0800 0.0004 1175.0 +14.0
24-1 15 342 42 0.10 +6 3.5298  0.0361 0.1053  0.0010 1588.0 +22.0
24-1 16 411 250  0.62 2 3.7862  0.0109 0.0927 0.0003 1479.1 +4.1
24-1 17 843 908 1.09 +1 5.1827 0.0156 0.0778 0.0002 1137.5 =£5.2
24-1 18 391 378  0.80 -1 49751 0.0470  0.0796  0.0004 1112.0 +30.0
24-1 20 176 181 1.02 +4 3.5423  0.0125 0.1021  0.0005 1667.0 +13.0
24-1 22 144 94 0.65 +1 3.8715  0.0150 0.0931 0.0005 1470.0 +18.0
24-1 23 287 161 0.56 +0 3.8023 0.0113  0.0942 0.0003 1503.0 +10.0
24-1 24 99 78 0.79 +2 5.1994  0.0262 0.0785  0.0007 1122.0 +23.0
24-1 .25 994 469 047 -0 3.8034  0.0111  0.0937 0.0002 1484.0 +11.0
24-2 (3748'05"N, 124 40'51"E)

24-2 1 2746 100 27.90 2 49247 0.0158 0.0789  0.0001 1168.1 +2.0
24-2 2 206 144 1.42 -0 3.4083  0.0186  0.1011  0.0007 1649.0 +7.3
24-2 3 239 126 1.90 -1 3.7037  0.0178 0.0951 0.0006 1533.3 +7.1
24-2 4 1025 142 7.26 -1 53175 0.0235 0.0763  0.0003 11034 +5.1
242 6 590 504 1.17 -1 4.7524  0.0158  0.0811  0.0003 1222.5 +4.7
242 7 200 95 2.10 -0 3.9888 0.0159 0.0904 0.0003 1433.8 +4.4
24-2 8 307 189 1.62 -1 52612 0.0177 0.0767 0.0003 1112.8 =54
24-2 9 245 100 245 -0 3.5249  0.0094 0.0988  0.0004 1601.8 +4.3
24-2 10 86 55 1.61 +2 5.5340  0.0368 0.0757  0.0007 1063.0 +22.0
24-2 11 149 40 3.73 -1 5.0968 0.0286 0.0780  0.0005 11443 +9.7
24-2 12 165 32 5.29 -0 3.8986  0.0182  0.0920 0.0005 1468.8 =+5.8
24-2 13 196 115 1.69 -0 53763  0.0289  0.0759  0.0005 1093.0 +11.0
24-2 14 207 118 1.73 +0 3.1221  0.0146  0.1100  0.0004 1795.5 =£3.9
24-2 16 314 131 2.39 -0 47416  0.0292  0.0812  0.0003 1227.0 =54
24-2 17 244 158 1.57 +6 42373  0.0323 0.0912  0.0004 1461.0 +31.0
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Table 1. continued.
nsrrr)l(l))ter (p}l)jm) (pF;IIlH) Th/U DISC(();? )a ney* *pp/ U error  *Pb/"*Pb  error g\?:)
24-2 18 440 303 1.45 -1 49529  0.0294 0.0793  0.0003 1179.1 4+3.8
24-2 19 183 119 1.54 -0 3.1075 0.0135 0.1097 0.0004 1798.6 =+3.9
24-2 20 299 115 2.59 -1 4.0532 0.0163 0.0893 0.0003 1408.7 5.1
24-2 21 87 30 291 +0 3.1447  0.0208 0.1092 0.0006 1784.3 =+8.9
24-2 22 783 35 22.59 -0 5.0020  0.0210 0.0790  0.0002 1169.7 =+4.0
24-2 23 129 37 3.47 -0 3.1279  0.0166  0.1089  0.0004 1781.8 +£5.2
24-2 24 677 134 5.05 -0 4.7270  0.0208 0.0816  0.0003 12345 =+4.7
24-2 25 66 33 2.00 -0 4.0950 0.0386  0.0891  0.0007 1393.0 +13.0
24-2 26 165 81 2.12 +1 49950 0.0274  0.0794  0.0005 1179.0 +10.0
24-2 27 1395 4490 0.31 +4 52466  0.0187 0.0791 0.0002 1174.5 =+4.8
24-2 28 101 86 1.16 +0 4.0984  0.0269 0.0894 0.0006 14083 +7.8
24-2 29 131 127 1.03 +2 5.5494  0.0400 0.0756  0.0008 1026.0 +28.0
24-2 30 101 171 0.58 +0 4.8520  0.0259  0.0806  0.0006 1204.0 +11.0
AE
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Table 2. Zircon Lu-Yb-Hf isotopic compositions.
Spat (AMg;) THE'THE 20SE *Lu/7Hf 20SE  "°Yb/THf 20SE  en) ({;1334) (TI\Z/ES
Daecheongdo (24-1)
24-1 1 1160.0 0.282061 0.000033 0.001129 0.000036 0.030660 0.000590 -0.3 1684 1889
24-1 3 1583.0 0.281996 0.000049 0.001169 0.000020 0.030260 0.000550 6.5 1776 1852
24-1 21 1614.0 0.281968 0.000031 0.000877 0.000020 0.025640 0.000620 6.5 1801 1876
24-1 23 1503.0 0.282136 0.000044 0.001631 0.000057 0.048500 0.001000 9.3 1600 1637
Baengnyeongdo (24-3)
24-3 1 1568.0 0.281971 0.000029 0.001044 0.000020 0.030700 0.001100 5.4 1805 1899
24-3 2 1244.0 0.282186 0.000070 0.000994 0.000017 0.034910 0.000360 6.0 1504 1607
24-3 4 1670.3 0.281901 0.000033 0.000989 0.000005 0.027240 0.000360 5.3 1899 1990
24-3 7 1581.5 0.281976 0.000040 0.001351 0.000031 0.034920 0.000610 5.6 1813 1901
24-3 8 1725.9 0.281683 0.000031 0.001291 0.000024 0.036660 0.000570 -1.6 2218 2407
24-3 9 1181.6 0.282012 0.000021 0.000459 0.000013 0.011950 0.000320 -1.1 1722 1947
24-3 10 1158.0 0.282069 0.000018 0.000278 0.000004 0.006940 0.000140 0.6 1636 1838
24-3 12 1454.0 0.281945 0.000024 0.000653 0.000005 0.020140 0.000230 2.4 1822 1973
24-3 14 1646.0 0.281671 0.000033 0.001031 0.000022 0.029300 0.001200 -3.5 2219 2446
24-3 16 1523.0 0.282016 0.000030 0.000677 0.000008 0.014900 0.000180 6.4 1726 1809
24-3 17 1187.0 0.282122 0.000025 0.000563 0.000010 0.015810 0.000290 2.9 1575 1735
24-3 18 1226.0 0.282206 0.000031 0.000946 0.000007 0.026440 0.000510 6.4 1474 1573
24-3 19 1631.7 0.281900 0.000028 0.001076 0.000003 0.028430 0.000340 4.3 1905 2013
24-3 20 1617.0 0.281741 0.000028 0.000762 0.000011 0.021650 0.000410 -1.3 2108 2307
24-3 23 1877.9 0.281557 0.000019 0.000970 0.000015 0.028440 0.000610 -2.4 2372 2568
24-3 24 1558.0 0.281966 0.000024 0.000708 0.000005 0.018790 0.000180 5.4 1796 1893
24-3 25 1526.0 0.281985 0.000029 0.000762 0.000006 0.021890 0.000220 5.3 1773 1872
24-3 26 1792.8 0.281501 0.000020 0.000791 0.000016 0.020700 0.000300 -6.0 2437 2698
24-3 27 1407.5 0.282235 0.000036 0.002321 0.000011 0.065400 0.001000 10.1 1488 1515
24-3 28 1128.0 0.281775 0.000030 0.000768 0.000023 0.019000 0.001400 -10.9 2061 2440
Baengnyeongdo (24-4)
24-4 1 1734.1 0.281758 0.000017 0.000806 0.000011 0.021580 0.000500 1.8 2087 2230
24-4 2 1527.9 0.282032 0.000027 0.001100 0.000009 0.030230 0.000310 6.7 1723 1800
24-4 3 1126.9 0.282043 0.000028 0.000952 0.000032 0.026800 0.001200 -1.6 1701 1930
24-4 4 1851.5 0.281710 0.000017 0.001007 0.000017 0.026290 0.000430 2.4 2164 2288
24-4 5 1542.7 0.281975 0.000023 0.000781 0.000011 0.020360 0.000390 5.3 1788 1887
24-4 6 1594.7 0.281937 0.000018 0.000901 0.000013 0.022020 0.000300 5.0 1846 1946
24-4 7 1653.6 0.281759 0.000019 0.000419 0.000006 0.009980 0.000160 0.5 2065 2237
24-4 8 1457.0 0.282165 0.000017 0.001291 0.000018 0.036040 0.000340 9.6 1546 1580
24-4 9 1530.6 0.282014 0.000027 0.001293 0.000027 0.034700 0.000440 5.9 1757 1845
24-4 10 1566.3 0.281957 0.000018 0.001029 0.000008 0.026360 0.000110 4.9 1824 1926
24-4 11 1544.0 0.282129 0.000019 0.000436 0.000004 0.012031 0.000089 11.1 1561 1568
24-4 12 1609.1 0.281896 0.000048 0.002630 0.000055 0.075220 0.000540 2.0 1993 2121
24-4 14 1040.0 0.282205 0.000023 0.000593 0.000003 0.017060 0.000190 2.5 1462 1636
24-4 15 1129.7 0.281960 0.000025 0.001528 0.000079 0.039600 0.002100 -4.9 1844 2113
24-4 16 1193.0 0.282199 0.000030 0.001570 0.000064 0.049700 0.002300 4.9 1509 1628
24-4 17 1161.5 0.282118 0.000017 0.000514 0.000001 0.013956 0.000084 2.2 1579 1752
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Table 2. continued.

|4A . 5}AK| - HEA

Spat (AMg;) THE'THE  20SE *Lu/7Hf 20 SE  °Yb/THf 20SE  en) ({;1334) 5\2/][)5
24-4 18 1550.6 0.282036 0.000018 0.000975 0.000011 0.026850 0.000400 7.4 1712 1776
24-4 19 1101.5 0.282134 0.000016 0.000555 0.000003 0.014470 0.000150 1.4 1559 1748
24-4 20 1566.0 0.281941 0.000026 0.000571 0.000003 0.016090 0.000240 4.8 1824 1931
24-4 21 1418.0 0.282016 0.000020 0.000753 0.000003 0.020090 0.000230 4.0 1730 1856
24-4 22 1116.3 0.282347 0.000056 0.002083 0.000015 0.070400 0.002300 8.1 1317 1389
24-4 23 1128.4 0.282182 0.000017 0.000247 0.000013 0.006140 0.000290 3.9 1481 1630
24-4 24 1607.0 0.281832 0.000018 0.000588 0.000001 0.016350 0.000120 1.8 1974 2126
24-4 25 1717.7 0.281773 0.000027 0.000581 0.000006 0.015470 0.000120 2.2 2055 2193
24-4 26 1150.6 0.282120 0.000018 0.000530 0.000003 0.014690 0.000100 2.0 1577 1753
24-4 27 1499.3 0.282068 0.000019 0.000954 0.000002 0.024820 0.000140 7.5 1667 1733
24-4 28 1757.0 0.281628 0.000028 0.000775 0.000016 0.022130 0.000150 -2.3 2263 2468
24-4 29 1210.5 0.282031 0.000020 0.000328 0.000003 0.008900 0.000130 0.3 1690 1893
24-4 31 1426.6 0.282194 0.000033 0.001204 0.000047 0.038600 0.002200 10.1 1501 1531
24-4 32 1422.4 0.281947 0.000018 0.000541 0.000004 0.014170 0.000150 1.9 1815 1977
24-4 33 1107.0 0.281960 0.000020 0.001186 0.000060 0.029900 0.001300 -5.1 1828 2108
24-4 34 1737.1 0.281641 0.000023 0.000568 0.000013 0.016200 0.000300 -2.0 2234 2438
Baengnyeongdo (24-5)

24-5 1 1637.9 0.281815 0.000020 0.000620 0.000005 0.016780 0.000200 1.9 1999 2147
24-5 2 1588.9 0.281895 0.000021 0.000975 0.000015 0.022980 0.000300 3.3 1907 2033
24-5 3 2038.4 0.281301 0.000018 0.000475 0.000001 0.013180 0.000120 -7.2 2687 2957
24-5 4 1537.0 0.281980 0.000021 0.000846 0.000010 0.022560 0.000430 5.3 1783 1882
24-5 5 1608.0 0.281863 0.000020 0.000714 0.000007 0.018540 0.000300 2.8 1938 2072
24-5 6 1548.0 0.281957 0.000019 0.000693 0.000012 0.018400 0.000200 4.9 1808 1914
24-5 7 1533.0 0.282213 0.000034 0.002850 0.000064 0.078000 0.001900 11.4 1542 1545
24-5 8 1321.0 0.282264 0.000026 0.001730 0.000005 0.039730 0.000370 9.8 1423 1460
24-5 9 1754.0 0.281565 0.000029 0.001038 0.000054 0.033400 0.002100 -4.9 2365 2607
24-5 10 1753.5 0.281675 0.000021 0.000559 0.000007 0.015670 0.000340 -0.4 2187 2365
24-5 11 1753.0 0.281687 0.000026 0.000560 0.000002 0.016190 0.000200 0.0 2170 2342
24-5 12 1791.2 0.281919 0.000024 0.000774 0.000016 0.020200 0.000670 8.8 1864 1893
24-5 13 1179.0 0.282089 0.000019 0.000756 0.000007 0.022440 0.000300 1.4 1629 1811
24-5 14 1695.0 0.281632 0.000018 0.000289 0.000004 0.008130 0.000110 -2.9 2229 2455
24-5 15 1167.0 0.282116 0.000018 0.000405 0.000008 0.010710 0.000200 2.3 1577 1748
24-5 16 1599.0 0.281989 0.000017 0.000654 0.000013 0.017080 0.000270 7.2 1762 1829
24-5 17 1134.0 0.282127 0.000019 0.000767 0.000004 0.020440 0.000240 1.7 1577 1756
24-5 18 1237.0 0.282074 0.000021 0.000769 0.000005 0.021910 0.000200 2.1 1650 1817
24-5 19 1635.0 0.281704 0.000017 0.000542 0.000004 0.014940 0.000180 -2.0 2146 2357
24-5 20 1586.6 0.281998 0.000020 0.000709 0.000002 0.019090 0.000120 7.2 1752 1820
24-5 21 1638.9 0.281700 0.000015 0.000468 0.000001 0.012700 0.000130 -2.0 2147 2359
24-5 22 2715.5 0.280901 0.000019 0.000438 0.000002 0.012420 0.000110 -6.0 3219 3429
24-5 23 1562.0 0.281953 0.000029 0.000914 0.000006 0.026080 0.000250 4.8 1824 1928
24-5 24 1131.0 0.282114 0.000019 0.000650 0.000005 0.017870 0.000260 1.3 1590 1778
24-5 25 1692.0 0.281552 0.000023 0.000918 0.000016 0.026190 0.000360 -6.6 2376 2649
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Fig. 5. eHf{(t) versus age diagrams. (a) Baengnyeongdo and Daecheongdo of this study. (b) The Jangbong Formation
of the Gyeonggi massif (Kim et al., 2019) and the Tumen Group of the North China Craton (Hu et al., 2012). These
plots show that the age ranges and the signs of eyq(t) are similar. See the discussion in the text.
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