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ABSTRACT: Plastics are widely used in our daily life and their production and consumption are increasing due
to their durability, lightness, and low cost. However, their reuse rate is still low and most of them are disposed into
oceans and inland environments, which cause severe environmental problems. At the same time, artificially
manufactured and naturally broken plastics, known as microplastics smaller than 5 mm in size, are emerging as
a new contaminant, posing a threat to natural ecosystems and human health. Concerns and research interest in
microplastics has extended from oceans to inland environments such as stream water and lakes, but little research
and investigation has been done in groundwater systems in Korea and other countries. This paper reviews the current
status and related problems of the investigation and research on microplastics in the groundwater systems
domestically and worldwide, and then suggest constructive comments for effective investigation and management
of microplastics in groundwater.
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Zo| v A #Fsto] &3} {2 & At 245
7, AFsAL ARAE, 2ZA], AEEE dE W
9 o, o5 F 2] 49 A Eopol|A -85
Utk

Tiseo (2020)2] FAofl &J5Hd 1950 A AJA A
7r EetAE QAR 1.59gEES] Esigl ot
60d o] At 201092 2.704 E, 71837 202082
ATE AAkFo] 3.679 EOE 245 FTHFRS
™ AFE 348%9] F7HES EITHIE 1). 1
U EPtAEHe AR & 885t A= S0
Aol tiFio] oz H=E Fof H7|Hrh
2016\ 71 A AlACNA 2, T4 2 Oz H)
SH= S 287 A7 omRto| A 273
Tt Eof 0|21, S4eE e 1743ulgto A 2
Seigt E9o) SetaY 29)7)7] viEHth(Lau et al.,
2020; Macleod et al., 2021).

I o] EAEE ARte] Aol wet
Aol asar A2 A7|2 AA ZARA, o
HH2Ql AARE S, B, Alskr, T4 F)olA
£ 7o) BaER) o g A1 R B4
< BE2ltk(Macleod et al., 2021). o] Y& &
ROz QIstel skt 4o v ZerAglo] A4
o2 2a%T 0|2 g BHe o] FAAHoR
203 FRA) ShiR thEEYTHaward, 2018;
Kasavan et al., 2021). £3] sjITH o= 9=

K e

33 AL 3719 SThAE o g Qs wefep F2
43 Z4F, B, AE 52 =2 A2 2719
2117, 279 22 AABE L AS 51 0|59
AAAE A A1 YFol AWk UKL et al.,
2016; Senko et al., 2020; Roman et al., 2021). 0]
3t sl g ol A 9] STrAE @ Hofl et -3¢}
TS SR 7HA] S A ) 5H, S(2)
% ol Beagel o) the Aok @774
5] AP 3L It Rochman, 2018; Koelmans et
al., 2019; Guimaraes et al., 2021; Roebroek et al.,
2021).

SHH EetaE oo gt 2= vlwAd 277t
2 e B2 4] 2 njHZzRAE microplastic)
of thet B2 FAZK Qv &3] njA| &L
golgt 27|17} 5 mm ©|5}Rl ETtAES Tol=t|
I ALl Wt 1xKprimary) w|AlE2RAE 2}
2ZKsecondary) B|AIEEtAE O R FLESHHKim et
al., 2019; Chia et al., 2021). 13} O] H|ZeAEL
AR 1912 0% ) 2e 27| A4 Rl
o F2 A, 2HE, Ao, 398 ArkAl Sl
ARE-Eth(Lee and Kim, 2017a). Z|Zojl&= o]& 12}
o)A ESLE ol tigt 249 ARFAIZE STkl
Ut 23} mNEEtAE S 27)7h vy & Seks
go| tpekzt 71414, aksh4, EsHA Falf W 3t
28-S ol ZA| FA A A whEoixl Aol
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Fig. 1. Worldwide annual plastic production from 1950 to 2020. Data are from Tiseo (2022).



Aot L D|AIE2tAE0f gt Lo H-ae 3 MY 235

a9 o] vMlEEAHo] EAE He A2 &
ehE] AHe] B4t sy Hrks Setae A
Zof| ARE H7HA, oIS 0] 0| E(phthalate),
H|2H|3=A (bisphenol A) T 7HAl= URH] A agk
ARHHAEA, 471’5 Hol) thEoIeHCole ef al.,
2011). E3F || E2AE2 v EHA o] 23 F2F
dol ol a5, WA waEdyt dHEsid
$712980 52 o5 2 Shk7IE AR ot
2 $H(Lee and Kim, 2017b; Kim et al., 2019). 2|
ol vAlEEAE A9 flsf/dol thEt A=
AP RS Bol T Qi) =ope] ST A2y
2213 QA M7 ofdarg S Aom 1
T CKChia ef al., 2021; Xiang et al., 2022). 14|
el et el AgrEo] 4 S8k wi
B3 HEAERP) oA AFR vAIEEkA o] QL
£ A0R BRI SR g AgolckObmann
et al., 2018; Eerkes-Medrano et al., 2019; Kim and
Lee, 2020; Jung et al., 2022).

nMlEEAg Y] T4 AgStols £3] pFTIR,
Raman Spectroscopys ARSI A= F2 20
am ol Z710] vl B eae ol AHgITL 2}
9] B9 1 pm 27|74 7Fs sttt F 7171= 7
5120) Haslo] 22 AH 1 glort Turk e
7N AR EA45H F=2 py-GCMS$}FED-
GCMSE 0|83t Choi et al., 2020; Viaroli et al.,
2022). F|Zofli= A7)0} meFof| 7|Hksto] Ao F
£ AFe =t s ATE 85 och(Anger
et al., 2018). Z12u} o}2] F= AU, EAH
L 2471710 tiet =414 252 nhEA] o
Apggoley.

A nH S AL Solay FaR)Y Bt
dol| whet Z2] o2 =(PE), S =2 Z=(PP), &7
2EHI(PS), EHIH|D(PVC), HE(PET), &
FEHRH(PUR) F0] St o2 F7ol weh B,
=4 Y =83ehy E4o] thaw A7) FollA
AERI =9 ARg-o]| whet vl 2|sto] 2FASH Foll
Al E2oEA(PE) et E2|Z2F=(PP)o] 7 &
3| 2rA = thKoelmans et al., 2019). 18| u]A|Z&
et o) mok(shape)®) A9 QA2 23 A
Zajaelo] sek 2R ThH(ragment)o] £
ShaL S| 7E 3:1 o)l A d(fiber) &= Bom
o= Ueppy]s stk

713 o2 wiA | A 9] m|A|SetAE T A5
o= Etstar FA7HA] A5t o nlA|EetiE
o] 7 9 ZF&(occurrence), #E(transport) -]
g AR} Aqts A AAZ SR E ¢ wju|gh
Z=zoltk(Lee ef al., 2020). 2019Y M|AoA A&
02 SBAEAY AsirolH | SetrE Y £
A7} =A|8re A (Groundwater)o]] F4]H o2 B 11
T ithPanno et al., 2019). 13 71 F2of ¥
7+E AYg sk&X|(Science of the Total Environment,
IF=)9] X5l A1 &EekAE 5 = (Viaroli et al.,
2022)004 22+ A AR E & 579 u|ME2t
28 J% J3A7 Hurt Qe Molgty AFd
otk 2022 @A vl=o] B FHE, S
= 59 33718 4 tgoA Ast mA|l &St
g ZAE A S AR dHA AT FAE
% 4 #HE(QA/QC) Foll UojA A= wkgt A+
B 152 oju]sict.

2 ZRelA= Astke W rAE2kAE o gt =
el A3 S-S HESIT 2AK}F AT Qo] of
A o323 A JeA AHEN Y B A
T7t A gFefof & Wkl thsto] =9lstqitt oI5
A3l F=2 = &AM (google scholar) =15 £
o T Aot =2 ANk E3F B AEet
s gt 7 A= HHystct

2. 2 HPEY

FfolA] A1 1 vl E ol et Atk
A7 9] vlulshh. Axe] AL TFo] Syt
A7t ALY iR Eo|ti(Jeong ef al., 2020, 2021;
Kim et al., 2020; Lee et al., 2020; Myeong and
Kwon, 2020; Ryu et al., 2020; Cha et al., 2021).
gt Kim et al. (2019)0] AA|F o2 XS H(E
&} A k)0l A mAERrAE O] T ut o] 549
gt ou| gl B RS I A2 BUkE nhet
o} 2 2of| oA A A LAY, TR e S
AL & HE 7|HolA ZJsls mAlEErAE o tigt
TS 7HAL ZALATE a5 Aoz ARk

SHH A1 ALY AFIEFE =W Alskrel
gt mAlEEAE Y HE, AF 223 fsiidel
gt A7S sFstL ok Il SHFEE=
A7) Y A ¥S ot FAH o2 42385
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Table 1. Summary of investigations of microplastics (MPs) in groundwater conducted until March 2022.

No. of Sample Analytic

Studies . MP conc. MP type MP shape = MPsize Blanks
samples  volume technique
Panno 17 2L Microscope, 0.0~15.2 PE all Fiber >0.45 Done
etal. (2019) (14 springs, py-GCMS  No./L pm
3 wells)
Manikanda 20 1L ATR-FTIR 2~80 PE, PVC, Fragment, - -
etal. (2021) items/L  Nylons Fiber, Foam,
Pellet
Selvam 24 ~20L  p-FTIR 0.0~4.3 PA, PE, Fiber, Foam, 0.11~12.5 3.11+1.35
etal. (2021) (19 wells, No./L  Polyester Pellet, Film, mm particles
5 bores) Fragment
Shi 81 1L(3 u-FTIR 4~72 PP, PE,PA, Fragment, 0~2,500 4~8
etal. (2022) (wells) samples) n/L PS, PVC Fiber pm n/L
Samandra 7 1L LDIR 16~97 PE, PP, PS, Fragment, 18~491 0~8
etal. (2022) (bores) MPs/L  PVC, PET, Fiber pm MPs/L
PC, PMMA,
PA, PU
Wan 3 4L Raman, 11~17 PP, PA,PU, - - 0~4
etal. (2022) (borehole, pu-FTIR items/L  EVA, PTFE, items/sample
well) PE chlorinated,
Rubber,
Polyacetal

€ 29 293 {9 skl ASE nlAlEEt
28 AL 9 AFARRIC R AW 39T FYPA S,
7IEAE 2|9 O3 Bl ARYAFY sk
oA mAESAH Y A, T IY1 TR, BF
52 24317 Qith(Lee ef al., 2020). 1HE] =+
2 AAR SR A ESAE 248 A5l
ANE2E AHE o A=Y & AAY, JFH=T 5
Aol gt F2EX7 g E o] QUA| oot &
TFAERT 2] o2 S A8staL qlol E4E
Fof| thet Alg] 9 v} o2 Ad=e]t(Koelmans
etal., 2019).

o] o] F-= Foll A= 7] AFLFoNA B
oA Ak Al BE AFshs WHAPAEH], AA
2], A5 2 A3 5)S Yot A= Bt
WS et B2 =2 7]&olaL k. o
A QAAIs}of| Aol ATk ArgShEA o] U2 RSk
W A&k E A AT} I Aot tishe] 2<%
Mo BARE A NS 275 gYrhLee
et al., 2021; Cha et al., 2022; Chia et al., 2022a,
2022b; Jeong and Lee, 2022). AR} o| A 2 ZA| =
I AR © dAE E55HA 2 AR £
A3t A= A1F5H7] ofFaL T1of 7]RkgE $&AF

= ojul7} gir. 20224 Ao TR Ast FS
AL EF A5 v ETAE BAL 9
3 EEohg AXY L B =2 190 48
3 B AMEAE B8 ARRAE Slat 7]
% Abe ARt AEE AL on] gl A

oletm & 4 9lck.

w
ol

el H+S

odt

oA AT vk} 2ol AAHeRE A4 )
of alB ekl et 24} D AT Az I
ulojsict. Fhe B2 A 204 sk of
o) 277t Sirkeiele Aae SRBlel
A2 (Ga=E, St i A5 58 AXNA &
2 A= oot olg 1 AFert Rk ® 12
3 ST Y YRS B 2E A
W mlAEEtAg ] gt =R (EE 5= Al
S1T AR 2R Ah g Bl

FAH R H22 Aok Y vlHSeLEe 2
AAHE B33t AL Panno et al. (2019)0]t}. o]
58 Yool YA W BA F2AE AeolA
20179 114 22k 870¢] Al(spring)d} 37]9] &7

b
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(<65 m) 1231 671 2] oA mlA|EetAY £4
AT Askr Al=2E AF 6 Ask Alge T
Aol A= el A S 713l 2 L] HDPE Ho
SR T2 A FolM= 1L F2Hol 3tk
Ao =2, pH, H7|HE%(EC), &&4k2~(DO)
a3 Ak 9(ORP)YE S5t A gt
A8t A 2= 0.45 um E| R FEFS 5HEL #
A2 @nAE 3 py-GCMS 2 3130t =423t 419
O AIEEAEH 9] FE= 0.00~15.27)/Lo|y X3k
AL 0.86~4.357]/Lo|t}.

SRRIE mNEeRAE ] ok B Ad-f-3(fiber)
o2 uotE Al o] A9 nAlETAE 9 L FY
< ALA QA 2719k 7l Fekx o] H4-= 45t
Sir o] =RolA ofahe: e Aate] 293 &
Sl 5o} 2 Aeks 2AE §AD AR A
sisol Ho] nly|EetAT o] S} o= S
7} 9Jth= AojthKoelmans ef al., 2019). T3S A]
2A310] Z2aE o] HDPE AR AHeH
A& vighatA) ek a3 oA ofd £
£ olgsio] AR AT AUA U] gom
o abele) AR AR ofd S T AL
AFSITRL 8 4 9lck. Tt o] =R A4 Hz2
A5t f mlaEekag o) E4E B stk
& 7k wsich

Manikanda et al. (2021)2 Q= Hpo] XY =
39 SAZEY] WYY QT (e mHEehs
g 22 24T 28 AlE 3~30.48 mo)
2071 BG4 2+t 1 Lo RshrE 28l A=
sttt Aol HEE Qo] e SA 4 E
I AW EA71R] 4°C Y BEsigon 242 F
|7, SEM, EDS$} ATR-FTIRZ &ttt 54 2
I Ast W v EAE Y ks 2~807HLE
Uehton Aze 2 WA A4S B, o
= E0hAE 9 FR(type)2t HU(shape)yS &
T 7]ssal Qo & AREEFE AAS T2 vt
Rom 53] nAEeEAE Y F9E& Al Slof
A5l 58 F 5 712232 R A Ao
gl Ao] 2kz o 2 HriEthLee ef al., 2021).

3 Selvam et al. (2021)2 Q1% EfHUUE ot
A9 Aslgof tigt w|AlE2AEE ZASH T
T 447119 AR FollA 24707} sk AR RS
™ ¢F 20 L (A8} 2~5 m ZoDE HIZE H2=2

YT 50 ime] WA RS B 2
Nzojth ol FA2E AT nASetaEe
SYES Aroz Blska sptEgI SR
W-FTIRZ 24319t $75 20 LE ol8ajo] &
Y= (blank) S A|Z3t0] AT AT} B 3.11702)
n Al ZetAE o] AEEH AT AskrolA FEE 1]
AIEepAE 9] BTl 0-43LE et o]
=i B sEAN B BER 2F 5ol AREHUH
(Jeong and Lee, 2022).

Shi et al. (2022)-& X5} n|A|EZetA e} 844y
Aol FHB/AE AT RARF L 5= F
9] 520 km?9] 3+ ZA|Z 20204 9Y R
oA 8179 Ask AlRE AFSHRA. wAlE
BaElo] AES o5 3 B T 1 Le] AlRE 37
TR o714 Tes] AR darel o
dhste] AurElel so|Setele Wkt sl sol
92 W AP AFo] §lo] A AT ARAHAA L
F7h= 517] ot mAlEEtAE o T Hst
L FeAu Y pFTIRS ol §3tgich 2427
E Aok WA mlA|lEStEE o] HEE 0
O] T =4~7270/L (F4 2971/L) 2 Yebth

OhE A g3t 2] o] FA @2 9] A5k H|A|
Zetaglo] e e sk ey WAl 3
o2 B i), vASakAE Y] F7)s 22 0-50
umolH FF= F2 ST ot =(PA), EeoEd
(PE), E|=Z=Z(PP), PVC ¥ Z=|2H|(PS)
o2 ekt & AFoAE nAEetaE o) 7]
7h A el GaFe Frhy 22 W gk
o] A ThE Aok ulIA X5 A=) A4
on FARE A3l AT FHE T Aol =
Holx|et Ak W, dieSoll it 71e B sk
FEEH 5 A Ak 2AK Bh$ ) gtk

$HH Samandra ef al. (2022)2 $F W EEol5
o] v]u|¢F 9] Ashro A wAESAE S =
At The] AR A7 Sl A Bl
tiatolm 2|3k AE(1.81~14.8 m), 233 27H2~
29 m), A7)A =L, pH 52 HE7} A A=A A
sk Alme 77 Bl tiske] 1L Rl 22
3719 A BE HHSFIHEF 2171). Fr=e A2
2 AFolAE pNESRAEE w55 HAl 8EE 0 L
= 2dE=dy g HAS 5t 270 Al A

AR7kEE R g Bk gskehn gtk sk
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A8k vl EetAE B4 AR 7)== 18~491 p
m (B 89 ym)E Hgom ME4E 16~977/L (B
387/ 2 Yehth S8 9] FR+= 2 PE,
PP, PS, PVCo|H HOFL 94%7} utHAN(fragment)
ol U] 6%5to] HfdE Eiivh FEEEE
Sil WA 0 A 2eaE 2473 2vles
o 08712 P3| A2 n|AEEAgHo| HEE
ok & AL vl ezt 2 Asido) ta
oAl EEtAE dtoln FETYE AT e A
Sstche 7HI7F glol melc, shajgt the 7o}
TRIZHA = 8] ZJgk W mNEEtAE 9| o]
I ZA4F T3 Ezo] AR 9 vAE 5
A48 AR} BHE gk Aol ehgoltt

A5} Bl A Bet AT 0 2 Ze ulRjnt 4] =8
£ Wan et al. (2022)0]c. 0|52 %3 5] o]
SR EFC MR EE SRE I e
o] B(23-3.7 mpellA AIekg A Ffsko] B4a
9t} 4 Le| 2|5} A RS SR Fotalo)
3 W-FTIRZ 2459k AUEHelA glo] 27
ot kol U WESE BAAe] AuEe
4T BYIL 0-47) FEY u|EerAE
o] HEHAtE EAZA3 Ashgofl A= 11~1774
/LE] mlA|EStAE o] HEE oM T/ PU, PA,
PP, PE, PS, PET 5 thopahA Uehgieh. 7] o
AR 20~150 umE Bck o] BEL Aske RS
ThRsle SiRE B A4h AT gkl BEAL
ol g IS Rlom 42)x|Wetd Aol ek

ol A A upet o] ol=o|gtal stoje
o) Aol v BAAE S BAT AL 5] =
B YTl stoj e Thed] w|AEERAE o) EXol R
A 7l gepd o] MEE e, Zlo] e 4
Aaaka b} sl 12 AR sk Sk
L AEAN] A 9 T2 v L) Helrk

4. S AntA|t MY

4.1 A =2l gy

sk v EAE Q] A E Ao §lo] 7]
220 AYEL A A2 F] W gt 57
¢ 2 3EHoR HEE= A 9 Ho] ofF]
Ath= Ao|thKoelmans et al., 2019; Jeong and
Lee, 2022). AP A oA A& A | AHES= =2

= Z=of iRt AjAzko] 3w ojof st AlA
gl SRl gt nAESAY EARFE B2t
ok gtrt. T3 RE Tl o] 5ok B S ¢
37 FL2HEH edS u] Y% 2x)¢ £33
A== FHSjjof gttt of&e] A RS AFfehe =

+ 928 AR ° AL 7R goke Aol
Foh @ 2ARPE g5t 2, Al 52 28
ANt WA, ZE, d43A T= STaE AlE
< v AlsEA] Yt

AR A sk A BE AFSH] 3l AMESh=
7% W d e tiF STk AdololA A4 &
o AGHI} T EHZ OYL FEZ AR T
ol EkaE Aol A= FesioF TrhLee
et al., 2021). THH $FA| G v} Zro] Uyt 2] 5}
5 ABE AFE A Sehs B Hjo) 3-5v)
o] HAE 3 ANA T A7} 2 4= 9t} Samandra
et al. (2022)%] A XA H S st B A5k
ujlEalag o) A7 Hekuskete] o 2S o8
S5k B AQIAE Sj2TA % shfolc).

A AAR LR X5k vABetag e AT
45ro] BAE Afolo] BAZF B A 2] shis
A5t Al 2l that Flolc. Ay o 2 ulZe}
AEE g3 A5 AR B4 Wa s suia
Hl= &7]9 H= W4Al(grab sampling) 3t A7l A
e S 3l Fu& Zol= *H4](volumed reduced
sampling) © = -2 4= Qlth. ARp= A& o] 2t
= A 7T WA olaL A= AlmRe] B
+ &5ttt Aok mAlEERAY 2AF AL 9
o] 7tI22E XY, wjPXA|, skeA 2 229 A5t
71 obd ¢ dubAQl Ret B A= A
9] nlA|ESLE o EA7L A E T o™ o] -2
&L A9 79 A3 B YHE E01 500
L)9] Xglr A& 9 FHE Hsk ItiKoelmans
et al.,2019; Jeong and Lee, 2022).

B F AskE A A b= A5 vAE
A ES s ZstAY AB7H 927 ok
AAl= ofE W} AlERFo] A7gsholl et A7t
23y FolH 2L A FE7]HIS0) +HEA 97
T1FoNA ool gt 2k kA Folm AlEl| 3l
o}A= 500 L 7|22 oo Holx|= A o= H3f
Zltt. o] ol -] ZA7t d=t LBAHY
785 119 Z2 oo A2 B ast =3 ZH
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& Azbo] Tg- ZofrIths BAIZ 2 Alofo] gk

42 8M7|7]|

A2 ojH Wi o2 FAstofof gt 7]&
< QAR A SRS BA S W= o
7HAZF et 7P ti A Q) o] pFTIR, 2t
(Raman) 2334 12|31 89HO 2 py-GCMSE
£ 4> 9thKim et al., 2019). T oS Aujg oz
WA EetAE S Hol Ao st SRt (E R
FE3k olth W =E Rk rE o A
Az BE 20 pm, $A= 1 pm7bA] £40] 7F538t
o}t 2y v EEAEE 277 FobdeE 1
N 7Ishaed o g solvy 71299 394
I} 7]&4] of gl §Eeth

20229 AA RE u-FTIRE B4} 20 um 0|
ARhg B4 W e BAR 2 A Sl
S ETC RETER PEESERE R E IR
xepste] Waxo] hEEIT Qo] ekl 4
SEL AU BAL Uk ol o= Ae)
z0] AFsE 915t py-GCMS 32 FED-GCMS
A= st Anger ef al., 2018). A7]%t B4
of Qlo] HAld(machine learning) 7|9 -4
Eo A5} 7140] WHol AFET Qo] LAl
I 247 Sl digt 71e4 ofge2 & 43t
2 o= 7|ttt ot pFTIR 71719 71297
7} 299 WL lo] YA AE dske] A+
st7]of ool Jlom Syt mAlEEEA
gof| gt A2 £AAH| 25 AlFsh= 7]1380]

Sofuha gl Aolch

g

43718012 L 2lshd

o gl Aol A EE Hok Fo] sz A3}
S tfaEolA o159 ABE TN o5 A
ojtt. N ETAE S GNHAR] §E CEEEAR B
T3 AEE BASKE Ro] 71 418 Aayol]
= sh 229 A5 B8 ER0lE Z2 Uk
28] TN A ASL molstn Bk A% S5
o] LrtH(Alimi et al., 2018; Kim et al., 2019; Ryu
etal., 2021).
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£ WHAE PR d&she A7 NS B
3}tH(Kim and Lee, 2020).

I 9FA AR uket nAl &Rk E o] F o
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GHoj|A PP, PS, PE, PET 5 1] A|Z2}AE(0.0007
mm)Z FASIL o] w|A|EefAE o] Q1A o] vH
A=S gulsitt= H 117} Q)th(Leslie ef al., 2022).
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N3t )% 52 FA B3kt et A5 A
(&8, A, s Wl 5) 55 S8 vAl ==
28)9] o) Auht Hu] glaio] Yex] HEE
A7} B Qg B Ho|tHe.g., Wan et al., 2022).
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